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This issue is dedicated to the memory of a great man
Art by Lady Agatha Wanderer

Master Gregory Finche 
(1959-2012)
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Greetings well-beloved citizens and dear friends of the Shire of 
Endewearde. Over the first half of this year we have seen some 
amazing highs and the saddest of lows.  When at our best, we 
have bared witness to Lady Aneleda Falconbridge’s elevation to 
Baroness, the promotion of Lady Sylvia du Vey to East Kingdom 
Brewers’ Guild Mistress, our successful hosting of BrewU, 
awarding Lady Anne Wyecliffe entrance into the Ryder’s of the 
Northern Marches, and welcomed back a former member of the 
Shire of Vinland, Seamus. 
 
! Now, more recently, we bare grief from the passing of 
Master Gregory Finche (m.k.a. Adam Williams). In the days that 
followed, many have shared their sympathies and heart-felt remembrances of a life well lived and 
full of inspirational encouragement. It is a true gift to experience the best and worst of life with 
close friends here in Endewearde. Our support of one another adds to what makes this “hobby” so 
much more. Thank you all for doing your part.

! Highlights from the last Shire meeting on May 20th seem mundane by comparison. The 
change-of-status polling officially closed on Saturday, May 19th.  Mistress Hedewigis, EK 
Seneschal, has confirmed that the polling is valid; which means that the required number of 
correctly completed ballots were submitted. Her Majesty, Queen Avelina Keyes, says they have the 
results and to please be patient as the process continues. It is unknown what progress may be 
reported until either the Board of Directors announce a final decision or some intermediate step 
ends the process. In the mean time, we will begin holding a series of special meetings to develop a 
baronial charter and submitting requests for barony-level privileges such as granting local awards.  
It was agreed at the meeting that the contribution of $1,000 made to the East Kingdom will be a 
donation instead of a loan in support of the SCA lawsuit settlement. Finally, as we continue to 
store Shire owned equipment and consider the need for storing additional equipment, we have 
begun discussing options for storage. Many good points were made as noted in the meeting 
minutes. We will continue to gather information and discuss our options on the list and at future 
meetings.  

! Please monitor the Endewearde Yahoo Group and note that the next Shire meeting will be 
Thursday, July 19, 2012.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! Yours in service,

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lord O"o Goe"lieb 
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In Memoriam 
Master Gregory Finche 

“Gregory was my 'iend and mentor in the SCA, he taught me a lot 
about fencing and life, and what I learned in his shop was more 
than just metal working. Directly and indirectly he had a lot of 
influence on where I am today. Because of the confidence I gained 
working in his shop, I'm sitting in a house my wife and I built with 
our own hands. He thought I was crazy to be raising chickens and 
other livestock, but certainly supported me in forging ahead in a new 
chapter in my life. Thank you for everything my 'iend.”   

& & & & & -Don Jehan Fitzlan

“I have known Master Gregory Finche 
since I first started in the SCA - he was 
one of the founding members of the 
shire of Endewearde. He has been 
Knight Marshal, seneschal, fencing 
marshal and inspiration to many of us 
in the shire. Some of my favorite 
memories: making Gregory cut his own 
throat with his da*er in a bout at a 
fencing practice, drinking blueberry-
lime mead with him at his Popinjay 
booth at Pennsic, making him come to 
his own Laurel ceremony by te+ing him 
that I was getting an award (he hated 
court), talking with him for hours 
about a+ kinds of things, hearing his 
exuberant YES! when I got him with a 
move he had taught me. He wi+ be 
greatly missed by a+ who knew him.”  
& & & & &
& -Mistress Brita Svensdottir

“Teacher, Guide, Father, Friend. Master Gregory 
Finche was a+ these things to me, and more than I 
can readily put into words.

He was my Teacher in that he taught me the Way 
of the Sword. He gave me the ski+ to wield a 
blade with deadly proficiency. A ski+ that has 
taken me to untold heights and places I could 
barely dream of.

He was my Guide through the complicated and 
o- times difficult world of the Society for 
Creative Anachronism. He introduced me to an 
entirely new world. One that I have been proud 
and honored to ca+ home for the past 23 years.

He was my Chosen Father. We a+ have family 
thrust upon us, and then we have our Chosen 
Family. He taught me how to walk the Path. He 
taught me confidence at a time I had little. He 
taught me Honor when I only knew it as a word, 
and not a way of life. He taught me a+ that has 
made me who and what I am today.

He was my Friend. He was my Friend because of 
a+ these other things he was to me and a+ the rest. 
His door was always open, my cup was never 
empty, and there was always a place by his fire. 

Gregory taught me that we are a+ many things, 
and many people wrapped in one skin. He lived 
his life fu+y and without compromise. I never 
feared not knowing what he was thinking, nor 
shied away 'om his advice and guidance. If I am 
so lucky to live my life half as fu+y, and half as 
we+, then I wi+ be a Rich Man, indeed.”

& & -Don Frasier McLeod

1959-2012

“Thank you Master Gregory Finche - you've been a great 
inspiration and your virtues live on through the many people you 
have helped and inspired.”    
! ! ! & -Master Matthäus Plattnersohn

A founder of Endewearde, a master artist, and a shaper of lives.

Photo by Marek Casimir
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Appointments, Awards, and  Achievements:

• Congratulations and thanks to Lord Finan MacBressail who has agreed to fill the term of Chatelaine 
until (2014). The Newcomers Soiree you held at your house was a rousing success!

• Congratulations to Mistress Mercedes who is now Kingdom Deputy Seneschal for New Groups

• Congratulations to Lady Sylvia du Vey on your promotion to Guild Mistress of the East Kingdom 
Brewers’ Guild

• Congratulations to Lord Otto Goettlieb on your promotion to Guild Master of the Endewearde 
Brewer’s Guild

• Congratulations to Lady Anne Wyecliffe for your entrance into the membership rolls of Endewearde’s 
own Ryder’s of the Northern Marches

News of the Wearde

Recurring Shire Events :
*Please check the website and with the organizer for cancellation or questions.

Every Monday
Archery Practice 5:00 PM until Dark.  @ Lord Godrick of Hamtun’s Home in Bangor, ME. Contact 
godric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org 

Many Tuesdays
Thrown Weapons Practice 6:00 PM @ Lord Nevell Sudlow’s Home in Brewer, ME. Contact 
neville@endewearde.eastkingdom.org 

Every Sundays
Fighting and Fencing 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM @ Bangor Housing Authority Community Center, 161 Davis Road, Bangor, 
ME 04401 
This is an official Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA) practice in the Shire of Endewearde for Youth Combat, 
Youth & Adult Fencing, and Adult Heavy Weapons Fighting. There are tables and chairs available for those who 
want to bring other projects to work on during practice.
Contact Lord Ané du Vey vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org for questions about heavy fighting, and Don Frasier 
McLeod frasier@endewearde.eastkingdom.org for questions about fencing.

mailto:godric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:godric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:neville@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:neville@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:frasier@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:frasier@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
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News of the Wearde

Recently at meetings:

The shire has successfully conducted a polling to determine the population’s desire to become a Barony. 
The EK Seneshal was found it to be valid. We continue the process of exploring becoming a barony.

As a reminder, last quarter we enacted a one year trial of an newcomer sponsorship program. Under 
Endewearde's new, trial Sponsorship Program, SCA members are invited to sponsor a friend at Shire of 
Endewearde events, troll-free, in 2013. Please bring new faces!

For full details please see the minutes in the Meetings folder on the Endewearde Yahoo! Group. (http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/endewearde/) Our next meeting will be our official quarterly business meeting 
and will held in September 2012. All Shire residents are encouraged to attend.

Upcoming shire openings:
Currently the Seneschal is accepting nominations 
for the following Shire Officer positions for the 
2013-2015 term. Please contact him before the end 
of August 2012 if you are interested in being 
considered for any of these positions.

• Web Minister
• Chancellor Minor
• Seneschal 
• Minister of Arts and Sciences 
• Local Youth Fighting Marshal
• Local Youth Fencing Marshal

Tournament Results for Jehan’s:

• Lord Magnus Morty won the Single Elimination 
Fencing Tourney, and Don Jordan Harvey won the 
Round Robin Fencing Tourney

• Lord Marcus Blackheart won the Heavy List 
Tournament

• Felix won youth combat Tournament
• Aesa Grimmsdottir won the A&S competition
• Oleksandr Brazhnyk won the Soda Brewing 

Challenge

And a hearty thanks to Autocrat, Lord Neville Sudlow 
and the many volunteers for another very successful 
Jehan’s Fighting and Fenicng at the Fort. Thank you 
for your hard work!

Upcoming Shire and SCA events:

GNEW XXVI (Great Northeastern War) - July 13-15, 2012 -  Hebron, ME.  http://www.gnewar.org/

Orchard Wars IV  July 27- 29 at 5:00pm, at the Union Fairgrounds, Union, ME. http://
hadrianskeep.webs.com/orchardwar.htm or https://www.facebook.com/events/146265625490710/ 

Fort Knox Medieval Tournament Demo, Saturday September 8, 2012. Prospect, ME. http://
www.endewearde.eastkingdom.org/

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/endewearde/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/endewearde/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/endewearde/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/endewearde/
http://www.gnewar.org/
http://www.gnewar.org/
http://hadrianskeep.webs.com/orchardwar.htm
http://hadrianskeep.webs.com/orchardwar.htm
http://hadrianskeep.webs.com/orchardwar.htm
http://hadrianskeep.webs.com/orchardwar.htm
https://www.facebook.com/events/146265625490710/
https://www.facebook.com/events/146265625490710/
http://www.endewearde.eastkingdom.org/
http://www.endewearde.eastkingdom.org/
http://www.endewearde.eastkingdom.org/
http://www.endewearde.eastkingdom.org/
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What Are Archery Royal Rounds?
A Royal Round is the type of standardized scoring 
method used to rank archers in the East Kingdom 
and throughout the SCA. When an archer shoots a 
Royal Round at an official practice or event, the 
marshal-in-charge should submit the scores to the 
kingdom. When three such rounds are submitted in 
any twelve month time period the average score of 
the three highest scoring rounds are used to 
determine an archer’s rank. 

! A Royal Round consists of an archer 
shooting four consecutive flights of six arrows under 
different conditions. Three of the flights are 
untimed and are shot at the distances of 20, 30, and 
40 yards, and another is a 30 second timed flight 
shot at 20 yards, made up of as many arrows as can 
be shot. Each of the flights must be shot with the 
same bow which are classified as longbows (L), 
recurve bows (R), or crossbows (C), however for the 
ranking average different bows may be used to shoot 
each Royal Round. 

! The target is a standard 60 cm (~2 foot) 
diameter five color target (see image above). Each 

arrow is scored 
according to where 
it hits the target 
with the outermost 
white ring scoring 1 
point, the black ring 
2 points, and so on 
until the yellow 
center reaches 5 
points. The score in 
the target pictured 
would be 
1+2+2+2+2+2+4=15.  
The maximum score for a royal round is 120, which 
would mean hitting the center ring with all 24 shots. 

! The highest average in the EK is currently 
109.3. In Endewearde the highest average is 
currently held by Lord Godric of Hamtun with a 
very impressive average of 101.6, all on the crossbow. 
There are currently 16 ranked archers in 
Endewearde, which is twice as many as Endewearde 
had last summer. Keep up the great work and get out 
there and shoot some Royal Rounds.

From the pen of Oleksandr Brazhnyk

“What period ski+s do you wish 
you had? ”

Photo by Oleksandr Brazhnyk



  SHIRE OF ENDEWEARDE, EAST KINGDOM ! JUNE 13, 2012

! PAGE 7

“A search of  all EBSCO Host academic research databases for the phrase: “Society for Creative Anachronism” 
gives 36 hits. The results have creative titles such as: Knights of  Passion, Feeding on Fantasy, The Sack of  
Dragon’s Wood, Moving Souls, Duel Personalities, Camelot Lives, Gone Retro, Cook Like a Peasant - Eat Like 
a Queen, Renaissance Technical Commuters, Present Delights Found in the Distant Past, Mead Market, A Love 
of  History and a Fondness for Halloween, and my personal favorite: Knights of  the Faculty Lounge.”
	 	 	 	 	 Provided by Oleksandr Brazhnyk
	 	 	 	  	 http://web.ebscohost.com.ursus-proxy-11.ursus.maine.edu

Trivia

This past spring, the Shire of Endewearde was 
honored by being chosen by the The Ancient and 
Venerable Order of Brewers, Vintners and 
Meadmakers of the East Kingdom to host this year’s 
Brewer’s Collegium. As the title might indicate, this 
event was definitely designed to be attractive to the 
brewing community, and it drew in people from all 
over the kingdom. People came from as far south as 
Long Island, and as far north as Quebec, and from 
everywhere in between. Masters and apprentices, 
novices and non-brewers alike all gathered at the 
River Back Dance Club in Augusta, for a day filled 
with classes and discussion relating to the creation 
of alcoholic beverages. 

! There were classes throughout the day, and 
into the evening, and they touched on a wide range 
of topics including: Documentation; Redacting 
Recipes; Turkish Coffee (non-alcoholic, but a very 
welcome topic); Hyppocras; Distilling; and The 
History and Styles of Beer. A sumptuous dayboard 
featuring many delicious pies, was provided by Lady 
Margaret of Rochester, and an equally delicious 
nightboard was provided by Syr Cedric of Thanet, 
Mistress Mercedes de Califia, and THL Frasier 
MacLeod, who hand-crafted delicious spaetzle on 
site!

! A raffle was presided over by Lord Godric of 
Hamtun, featuring prizes donated by our skilled 
Endeweardian craftspeople, including Lady Agatha 

Wanderer, Lord Gwillim Kynith, Lady Alys Treeby, 
Lord Otto Gottlieb, and Godric himself. The raffle 
raised $160, which will go back onto the shire coffers 
to help offset our recent donation to the East 
Kingdom.

 ! Before dinner, a Masters Panel was held. The 
Guild has its own ranking system, the purpose of 
which is to help gauge an individual’s progression as 
they become more skilled brewers. The Masters 
Panel is the system by which each brewer earns their 
rank. After the Panel was concluded, it was decided 
that Lady Sylvia du Vey, Lord Otto Gottlieb, and 
Lord Kythe Szubielka had all earned the rank of 
Journeymen. In addition to earning a higher rank 
within the Guild, it was also announced that Lady 
Sylvia would be assuming the position of 
Guildmistress!

! The site was a beautiful with a spacious 
dance-hall, which did a tremendous job of providing 
a ‘tavern’ atmosphere. There were at least two long 
wooden bars, several comfortable seating areas, and 
plenty of floor space for sleeping.
!
! The site was amazing, the potables were 
delicious, the classes were highly informative, and 
the fellowship was tremendous. Thank you to all 
who helped to make this event happen!

 East Kingdom BrewU: Endewearde style
From the pen of Lord Finan mac Bressail

http://web.ebscohost.com.ursus-proxy-11.ursus.maine.edu/
http://web.ebscohost.com.ursus-proxy-11.ursus.maine.edu/
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We have all heard the line from the poem Twas the 
Night Before Christmas by Clement C. Moore, “while 
visions of sugar plums danced in their heads”. This 
line has always made me curious what sugar plums 
were and how to make them. And more importantly, 
are they any good?

Samira Kawash, Professor Emerita at Rutgers 
University, says that 
sugar plums are not 
actually plums, but 
that they were a 
sugar confection 
that is made by 
repeated coatings 
of sugar on a seed 
or nut and allowing 
each layer to 
harden, until you 
have the size and 
shape you desire. 
The term is also 
used to denote 
something that is 
prized, or sweet 
and lovely. For 
more information 
visit: http://
www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2010/12/sugar-
plums-theyre-not-what-you-think-they-are/68385/

However, we know that fruits have been preserved 
for centuries by the use of sugar. In our mundane 
times we eat fruits preserved in sugar in the forms of 
jams and jellies, for example. Following Sharon 
Cohen’s musings and recipe found at http://
www.godecookery.com/friends/frec74.htm, I decided 
to make some Sugar Plums to present to the 
Princess of the East, her Highness Avelina during 
the Shire of Endewearde’s Tournament of Love held 
on February 18, 2012.

Using 1 ½ pounds of red plums, as Italian plums were 
out of season, I proceeded to wash them, cut them 

in half and take out the pits. Following the 
instructions, I layered the plums in a pot on the 
stove with sugar between and over each layer until I 
had completely covered all the plums. Then I 
cooked them over a low heat until the sugar melted 
and the plums were covered in a pool of syrup. I 
boiled them gently for one minute and then took 
them off the heat, gently transferred the plums and 
syrup to a crock pot and let it all sit for 3 days. I 

then repeated the 
procedure again of 
heating the plums 
and syrup on the 
stove until the 
syrup began to 
boil and boiled for 
1 minute. I did 
this every three 
days until they 
had sat for 9 days, 
and been boiled 
for 3 minutes. 
Then I let them 
sit for 3 days 
more, and 
returned them to 
the pot to boil for 
4 minutes, took 

them off the heat, 
and then rinsed each plum with cool gently running 
water to remove the excess syrup. I laid each plum 
on a cookie cooling rack and put the rack on top of 
a cookie sheet in a cold oven for 2 ½ weeks, turning 
the plums every two days, to allow even drying. Just 
before they finished drying I put the plums in a large 
gallon storage bag with some sugar and gently rolled 
them in sugar, then returned them back to their 
drying rack for another few days.

The result is a sugar coated chew made of fruit that 
is both tasty and has a pleasant texture. I don’t want 
to disagree with Dr. Kawash but I can see how the 
sugar plum very well may have started out with real 
plums.

Sugar Plums: an experiment
From the pen of Lady Leofwyn of Wytleseie

Photo by Lady Leofwyn of Wytleseie
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Memories of Vinland: what came before
From the pen of Seamus na Cio%e Aosda

Introduction
These are my memories of Vinland. They are old 
memories going back over thirty years to the early 
days of the SCA here in what now is the Shire of 
Endewearde. I had at first intended to organize them 
into chronological order but to do so would suggest a 
certainty of date and sequence that my memory and 
the few documents I have at 
hand cannot provide. Nor can I 
claim that it is a comprehensive 
account of all that happened in 
those days. Please consider this 
merely the reminiscing of an old 
man about those things which 
he experienced and knew of 
first hand.

The Founding of Vinland
It started with a bunch of 
gamers in the Bangor-UMO 
gaming scene. Some of us were 
students, many were working 
folks. All of us (with one 
exception) were young, in our 
teens and twenties. Dungeons 
and Dragons was new!

I remember Arinbjorn Langtaler Niallson a Chnuic 
Ghuirm as the father of Vinland. I believe it was he 
who discovered the SCA and got some us interested 
and he became our first Seneschal. While we quickly 
grew into a modest sized group it was Arinbjorn and a 
few of us gamers that I remember as the core of the 
Shire: Ian Mac Neill Dunnceann a Chnuic Ghuirm, 
Redwulf, Milo de Lagrange and myself. Most of the 
other folks of Vinland were somehow connected with 
this core group: wives, girlfriends, siblings, coworkers 
and friends.

The Folk of Vinland
Arinbjorn Langtaler Niallson a Chnuic Ghuirm, mka 
Jeff Ellis was a gamer and working guy. Vinland's first 

seneschal. He left the shire and had moved to 
Portland by 1977 I think. 

Iain Mac Neill Dunnceann a Chnuic Ghuirm, mka 
Fred Bailey was a gamer and Bangor firefighter. Iain 
was our poursuivant, chronicler and served a term as 
seneschal. His wife Rachel Ealasaid an Bhan, mka 
Karen Bailey was an EMT and nursing student. Their 

daughter Ealasaid an Gheal, mka 
Erika Bailey was a babe in arms. 
Fred's sister and brother, 
Genevieve& Gkjaldbjorn 
Ozufsson (spelling?) were both 
Bangor High students. They 
went off to college and the army 
respectively as soon as they 
graduated. Fred was the only 
one of the initial founders that 
remained in the Bangor area 
after about 1980.

Milo de Lagrange (His name 
inspired by the road sign in 
Orono pointing towards Milo 
and Lagrange), mka Loyd 
Graves also a gamer, worked in 
the mental health field. He was 
the shire's master of arts. Milo's 

wife Gabrielle de Lagrange, mka Laurie Graves, was a 
student and served a term as seneschal. They both 
moved to the Augusta area before I went west in 1979.

I, Seamus na Coille Aosda (aka Seamus a Chnuic 
Ghuirm, mka Mark Barrows), also a gamer, worked at 
BMHI as a state mental health  worker, then guided 
canoe trips before heading for the west in '79. I 
served a term as the shire's seneschal. My girl friend 
Karen Allen was Cariad, a student and went west with 
me. My late father Robert Barrows, listed on the 
roster as Robert of the Barrow, amused at what I and 
my friends we up to attended a couple of our revels. 
He dressed in monk's robes, which looked very 
convincing with his bald head. He enjoyed sitting by 
the fire, eating and drinking, telling stories and 

Vinland’s Device

Art by  Seamus na Coi+e Aosda

Vinland, continued next page
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charming the young ladies. My friends and coworkers 
at BMHI, Gordon Willis and Nancy Averil got 
interested through me and hosted one of our first 
small revels (summer solstice 1976?) at their rented 
farm in Exeter. It was one of our first times in garb 
and we did archery in the field behind the barn. I 
remember home raised pork and Gordon's venison 
were on the table and that Gordon's home brewed 
hard cider was a great hit even if it caused us to 
mostly miss with the arrows.

There was another gamer friend, a Viet Nam veteran 
and part time student Redwulf, mka Roger Willey 
and his girlfriend at the time Dawn Shippee. Redwulf 
was Vinland's marshal. Dawn was a theater student at 
UMO. He moved to Burlington, VT. shortly after I 
went west. Fred and I stayed close with Roger, 
visiting him in Burlington regularly over the years 
and he came back for a 
couple of months and 
helped me frame up my 
house in the early '90s. He 
died several years ago and 
is sorely missed.

Thor Ravensfriend 
Hrolfsson, mka Thor 
Christensen, was one of 
the high school gamers 
who along with Fred's 
siblings got involved. 
Another of the high school 
gamers was Blackwulf 
Bjorn's son, mka Peter 
Beizzell, who's still in Bangor. Thor went off to 
college elsewhere.

There were others but these are the folks who I 
knew well and were at the center of things.

Clan Gnoc Gorm (A household of Vinland)
Ian Mac Neill Dunnceann founded and was head of 
the first (and possibly only) Vinlandish household 
called Cnoc Gorm, the Blue Hill. The genitive form 
is a chnuic ghuim, which is what all the "a Chnuic 
Ghiurm" name endings are about.

Feasts and Friends
Vinland's first shire revel, a "Midsummer Night's 
Bash & Pagan Festivity" was held at the Ram's Horn 
coffee house in Orono (1977 I believe). We used the 
Ram's Horn since several of us were members of the 
group that ran it and it was our regular place to 
socialize, hold meetings and game. It was a modest 
sized open space, generally dimly lit, which sported a 
nice fireplace, small kitchen and bathrooms.

This first event was a strictly local affair which we 
saw as a practice for holding a bigger event open to 
folks from away. My contribution was an attempt at 
oat cakes that were rather rubbery.

Our second event was a "Harvest Revel" that autumn 
which also took place at the Ram's Horn Coffee 
House. A handful of SCAdians from Carolingia drove 

up to attend and added 
a great deal to the air of 
celebration and 
excitement. Memorable 
among these far 
traveling guests were 
Johanna Dudley and 
Baroness Kathryn 
Goodwyn who became 
good friends and 
supporters of our young 
shire. The feast was lit 
by candles and the 
dancing firelight. The 
floor was strewn with 
wild thyme straw. I had 

purchased a shoat which was roasted all afternoon on 
a spit in the fireplace. Those of us who took a shift 
turning the spit were rewarded with a steady flow of 
cold fresh cider, beer, wine and ale. That evening we 
sat to feast. There was ample supply of various fresh 
baked breads, fruit, simple salads, cold beef, savory 
fowls, steaming clams, and sizzling pork. As the 
provider of the young pig I was given the privilege of 
awarding the sirloin, the "hero's portion", which 
went to Gordon of Exeter. While I had ordered and 
paid for the shoat it was Gordon that had driven out 
to the remote homestead and brought it to the Ram's 
Horn.

Clan Gnoc Gorm

Art by  Seamus na Coi+e Aosda

Vinland, continued next page
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The Arts & Sciences: or Ink, Iron & Yeast.
There was in Vinland from it's early days an interest 
in period arts and crafts. Our costuming was very 
basic. I remember struggling during our first couple 
of events to keep my kilt up. I soon gave up the kilt 
and made a simple T-tunic of coat wool so instead of 
a constant concern about exposing myself I sweltered 
through events.

More successful were our scribes, chief among them 
Iain and I. We generally limited ourselves to 
practicing calligraphy and attempted only the 
simplest ornamentation and illumination work. Iain 
concentrated on Gothic script while I preferred the 
Celtic hand.

More successful, praised and celebrated, were our 
brewers Iain and Gordon. Iain made a single batch of 
mead which (probably by accident and blessed with 
beginner's luck) was as fine a drink as any of us could 
remember. It was never repeated but long 
remembered with fondness. Gordon on the other 
hand was a practiced maker of hard cider and his 
bottles graced all our feasts.

Vinland's most ambitious experiment in period arts 
was our smithy. The smithy was in a small stone 
building in Veazie immediate behind the stone 
cottage Arinbjorn rented. Helped along by a gift 
from the crown of $100 we purchased an anvil, brick 
and mortar. I picked up a $25 treadle grindstone. We 
managed to construct a masonry forge and began 
assembling some basic tools but before we ever did 
any serious smithy Arinbjorn moved. The equipment 
and tools went into storage and we never found 
another home for our smithy.

The Borders of Vinland.
When the time came for Vinland to become an 
official shire the question of borders came up. While 
the founding folks were clustered in the Bangor area 
there were other SCAdians scattered thinly about 
central and downeast Maine. Were they to become 
inhabitants of Vinland? Iain, Seneschal at the time, 
requested guidance from the Kingdom. What he 
heard back was that a fifty mile radius from the 
central group was acceptable. Iain pulled out a map 

of Maine and a compass and scribed a fifty mile circle 
centered on downtown Bangor. He listed the zip 
code of any town or village center that fell within
the circle and thus were the borders of Vinland 
determined. This method was not without it's quirks. 
For instance the line encompassed all of the Blue 
Hill peninsula except Brooklin on it's very tip. There 
poor Brooklin and the offshore islands sat completely 
isolated from the rest of the continent. In the end I 
believe, the borders were stretched to eliminate this 
pocket. The original list of zip codes still exists.

The Wandering of the Vinlanders.
Almost as soon as Vinland was established it's 
founders began to wander. First Arinbjorn moved to 
Portland. Soon after Milo and Gabrielle moved to 
the Augusta area. In 1979 Cariad and I went west to 
Olympia, Washington and soon after Redwulf 
relocated to Burlington, Vermont. All the while our 
teenage members graduated and went away to college 
and the army. In the end the folk of Vinland 
dispersed faster than they attracted new members. I 
understand that in the early 80's Arinbjorn moved 
back within the borders of Vinland and revived the 
shire for a few years but that is a tale for he and 
others to tell.

~WANTED~
The Story of Stonesfjorde

Stones/orde was a short lived shire 
centered around E+sworth, Maine.  If 
you know its story we’d like to hear it.

Vinland, continued from previous page
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A Brief History of Endewearde
From the pen of Mistress Brita Svensdottir, one of the founding members

Gregory Finche and Amee de Jardin (Adam Williams 
and Lucia Williams-Young) first found out about the 
SCA from a gentle who was involved with the shire of 
Vinland, now defunct, which had its nucleus in the 
Bucksport area, but included the Bangor area in its 
territory. I believe this was the group that Lady Anne 
and Lord Arinbjorn were involved in. The first event 
Gregory and Amee attended was in Carolingia, and 
they were not favorably impressed, since no one 
spoke to them or was at all friendly. However, they 
did not give up on the SCA. In 1981 Gregory was 
running a gaming group (surprise!) and many of the 
people in the group were interested in the SCA and 
talked about how to set up a local shire, but no one 
knew how to go about it. Scamus (James Van Sandt) 
had been in the SCA in Arkansas, but did not want to 
be in charge of starting a shire. Along came Malagrog 
(Rick Thibodeau), who had been active in 
Malagentia, had even held office (Arts and Science 
minister), and most important, was willing to be the 
seneschal. So we were off and running.

The first people involved in the new shire were 
Malagrog (Rick Thibodeau), Gregory (Adam 
Williams), Amee (Lucia Williams-Young), Scamus 
(James Van Sandt), Olwen (Maureen O’Neal, at that 
time Scamus’ wife) and Steve and Sylvia (a couple 
whose last name I’ve forgotten). They agreed on 
offices: Seneschal: Malagrog, Exchequer: Gregory, 
Herald: Amee, Arts and Science minister: Sylvia. 
Steve would try to get authorized in rattan so he 
could become our knight marshal, and Scamus and 
Olwen would try to get archery started. They got in 
touch with Malagentia for a release of zip codes and 
shire sponsorship – it helped that Malagrog knew 
most of the Malagentians, who were very helpful in 
getting us started. Our first event was in the backyard 
of Scamus and Olwen’s house in September of 1986. 
It was called Spook Shoot, and featured archery and a 
rattan demo put on by Malagentia. It had been 
advertised in the newspaper, along with a photo of 
shire members in garb and an invitation to come join 
the fun – the only requirement was an attempt at 
medieval garb. I had been looking for the SCA for 

several years and was 
happy to see that there 
was a local group, so I 
went to the event. The 
first person I met there 
was Malachi Veassllurd 
from Malagentia, who was 
very friendly. When he found out it was my first 
event, he steered me to Malagrog, who was able to 
give me information and recruited me as the 
necessary fifth full fee paying (sustaining) member 
needed for the shire. He also invited me to the feast, 
which was at his trailer. There I sat with the 
Veassllurds, and got my first introduction to food 
fights, insults, eating with your fingers, and all the 
other things that make life in a barbarian household 
so much fun.

No sh*t, there we were the next week in Malagrog’s 
trailer, planning our next event and discussing how to 
become an official shire. We drew up a device based 
on the Bangor water tower and decided on a name – 
Endeweard, meaning “the end of the world” in Anglo-
Saxon. (Yes, the official spelling of our name leaves 
out the final “e” – I don’t know when we started 
spelling it with the final “e”). Amee submitted our 
name and device to the College of Heralds and it 
passed in January 1987. In June 1987 we held a 
camping event at Steve and Sylvia’s camp. It was co-
sponsored by Malagentia as we were still incipient, 
and was called Old Number Six Revel (Old Number 
Six was the camp lot designation). We had a good 
turnout, and in spite of a few problems, like losing 
arrows in the unmown grass, we enjoyed ourselves.

It was also in the summer of 1987 that we started 
rapier combat in the shire. At one of our shire 
meetings Gregory and Amee asked if anyone was 
interested in learning SCA fencing. They were willing 
to teach people, having done sport fencing at the 
University of Maine and they had gotten some 
information on rapier combat from the fairly new 
East Kingdom rapier marshallate (Morguhn Sheridan 
was kingdom marshal of fence at the time and East 

Endewearde, continued next 
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Kingdom fencing was just getting started). Amee had 
been to Pennsic in 1985 and run into Brendan, whom 
she knew from U Maine. Brendan was then living in 
Portland and active in rapier combat in Malagentia, 
and was able to help Gregory and Amee get going. 
Scamus and I thought fencing sounded like fun, so 
we started lessons from Gregory and Amee in their 
back yard. Malagrog joined us, and we picked up 
Jean-Michel, who was then living in Bangor. Fencing 
really took off and a lot of shire business got done at 
fencing practice. Even now, we get recruits from the 
UM Blade Society because of fencing.

In October 1987 we held Spook Shoot II in 
University Park. One of our newer members had 
offered to autocrat the event but then decided to go 
to a belly dancing convention instead (no, I am not 
making this up). That forced the rest of the shire to 
pull together to keep things from becoming a total 
disaster, and thanks to Scamus and his microwave, we 
did pretty well. But Brendan never let us forget it!

Finally in the spring of 1988 we became an official 
shire. To celebrate, we held Finnegan’s Wake – a 
fencing tourney at the Community Center in Orono, 
followed by a feast at the Chapel Road Children’s 
Center (now a private home), in the unheated gym. 
Yes, it was cold there in March, even with space 
heaters, but we had a good time anyway. The boiled 
dinner was good and Gregory had stayed up all night 
for about a week making scrolls thanking people in 
Malagentia for their help. Gregory received a rattan 
sword from Brendan, as Gregory was now taking up 
armored combat. About a dozen Malagentians came, 
as well as six people from L’ile du Dragon Dormant 
(Montreal) – friends Gregory, Amee and Scamus had 
made when they went to an event there. With our 
members, we had about 25 people at the event. Now 
we were officially the shire of Endeweard.

Our first Bare Blade Tavern Brawl was held on 
October 1, 1988, at the Community Center in Orono. 
The new shire wanted to showcase rapier combat, 
which was what most of the members were doing at 
the time. Because Scamus wasn’t quick enough, he 
was nominated as the autocrat and thus became the 
first proprietor of the notorious Bare Blade Tavern. 
He threw himself into preparation, including crafting 
the Wheel of Fortune which we have used at every 

subsequent Bare Blade. Jean-Michel made our 
beautiful tavern sign, and many of us worked on 
various boffer items, some of which still turn up at 
the tavern. (My favorite is Gregory’s tombstone).

At our first Bare Blade we just had the tavern; full of 
boffer items which people could throw at each other 
(Seosamh put a stop to this when he was kingdom 
marshal). The object was to defeat your opponent 
and escape from the tavern before the city guard 
came to arrest everyone. Later Bare Blades featured 
an entire town with buildings and alleyways, flats 
with scenes painted on them, boffer loot that had to 
be collected and quests that had to be performed. 
Prizes were given for Best Death, Most Loot (next 
year’s tavern owner), and the coveted Most 
Treacherous Swine, initiated by Frasier with Brendan 
in mind. In the early years, Feng, to his chagrin, 
always won Most Courteous Fencer. (The year that 
Diego and Rhiannon were at Thomas’ wedding, 
Diego won because no one had complained about 
him all day). We have also had the Order of the 
Traveling Ham, given by the Smokehaus to the fencer 
who has traveled farthest to come to the event. The 
first recipient was Antonio Patrasso, who remarked, 
“My rabbi will be so pleased!”. Rules were created 
every year with someone’s name attached, such as the 
Diego rule: no collecting loot while pretending to be 
dead. It was Brendan and Dalen’s ambition each year 
to have a new rule named after them. Non-
combatants were encouraged to bet on the outcome 
of bouts or to gamble with our “Tower Talons” – our 
shire money, which varied from year to year. People 
came from all over, even other kingdoms 
(Aethelmearc) to participate. The scenarios varied 
from year to year, and because they were not always 
play tested beforehand, some years they worked 
better than other years. “The good thing about Bare 
Blade is that it’s always different. The bad thing 
about Bare Blade is that it’s always different”. Bare 
Blade has been held annually since AS XXIII, 
making it the longest running fencing event in the 
East Kingdom.

Some highlights from previous Bare Blades:
• Ivan’s fire dance
• Bryn picking Jordan’s pocket under the guise of a 

wifely embrace

Endewearde, continued from previous page
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• Alexandre convincing Rhiannon and Natalia to set 
themselves on fire and throw themselves on 
Brendan

• Diego coaching Isabella on how to become the 
most treacherous swine

• Ivan putting the resurrection point on himself and 
becoming immortal

• Dalen running his pirate ship aground on the town 
dock (thus creating a Dalen rule)

• Brita turning in all her team’s money and claiming 
it for herself (Brendan and Dalen still haven’t 
forgiven her)

• Myrddin winning the tavern by writing his name on 
the back of the claim slate, thus having his name on 
the slate for the longest time

• Diego head butting people with his properly 
padded helm, reducing his opponent to helpless 
laughter

• Five people, including Alexandre, claiming to be 
Rhiannon, thus giving her the mostbouts won, even 
though she wasn’t there, and resulting in the 
famous exchange: Brendan: “What’s your name, 
m’lord?” Alexandre: “Rhiannon” Brendan: “That’s a 
girl’s name.” Alexandre (drawing himself up to his 
full six feet plus height): “Want to make something 
of it?”

• Diego winning Most Courteous Fencer, even 
though he wasn’t there, because no one had 
complained about him all day

• Caitlin putting “poison” messages in the dayboard 
food, thus becoming that year’s Most Treacherous 
Swine

• Bare Blade Tavern walls, with graffiti (“Ivan was 
here”) in runes, and the Church of the Holy 
Mackerel

• Countess Meggie “taxing” everyone’s loot so that 
the Crown ended up the owner of the Bare Blade 
Tavern, which was announced in court at the event 
the Crown was at

Our first Tourney of Love event was held in February 
of 1989. It was our first Royal Progress event, when 
Randal and Katherine were King and Queen and 
featured such memorable moments as a hearts card 
tournament (which Randal really enjoyed), Gregory, 
Amee, and Malagrog getting AoAs, the presentation 
of a velvet Elvis painting to Randal, and Brendan 
dropping his pants in court. Our second Royal 
Progress event was King and Queen’s Rapier 

Championships in 1999, Brion and Anna’s first reign, 
at which Alys was made a Pelican, Sylvia got her AoA, 
Cedric cooked the feast, and we all wondered if 
Cedric and Mira would have to leave the event for 
Ben’s birth. In 2009, we had Queen Alethea visit us 
for Tourney of Love, and we have since had a Royal 
Progress for Bardic Champions in February 2011 
(which our own Aneleda won) and had the Prince and 
Princess visit us for the 2012 Tourney of Love.

Because of our participation in the Fort Knox demo, 
the Friends of Fort Knox allow us to use the fort on 
the last weekend in April before it is open to the 
public. So Jehan Fitzalan decided to run a fencing 
event called Jehan’s Fencing at the Fort. It has since 
expanded to include fighting, A&S, and a tavern with 
bardic entertainment.

In 2003, we had the first Endeweard Hunt, our first 
event devoted to archery. In 2004, it turned into 
what has since been known as the Soggy Underwear 
Hunt – torrential rain, so that we had to leave site 
and reconvene at Godric and Margaret’s. Aneleda still 
claims to have been the autocrat of the longest SCA 
event, since it was 3 weeks before the porta potties 
were picked up and she could close the books for the 
event report. Luckily the weather gods have been 
kinder since then, no doubt due to the ministrations 
of our resident Druids, Gruffydd Abernethy and 
Kenneric Aubrey.

Since the early days, we have greatly expanded the 
range of our activities: we now have fencing, archery, 
armored combat, combat archery, cooking, dancing, 
bardic, scribal, music, brewing, youth combat, youth 
fencing, equestrian, and many types of arts and 
sciences. Many people in our shire have received 
awards: Troubadors, Terpsichores, Awards of Arms, 
King’s and Queen’s Cyphers, Queen’s Order of 
Courtesy, Order of the Tygers Combattent, Order of 
the Golden Rapier, Order of the Silver Crescent, 
Order of the Maunche, Order of the Sagittarius, 
Order of Chivalry, Order of the Laurel, Order of the 
Pelican. Endeweardians have held kingdom and 
regional offices and been kingdom champions. We 
run one of the largest SCA demos in the East, our 
annual Fort Knox medieval tournament. Vivat, 
Endeweard!
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The Officers of  the 
Shire of Endewearde
ADMINISTRATIVE
Seneschal - Lord Otto Gottleib
- otto@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Deputy Seneschal - Syr Cedric of Thanet
- cedric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Chatelaine - Lady Finan mac Bressail
- chatelaine@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Exchequer - Lord Gavin of Brockton
- gavin@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Deputy-Exchequer - Lady Alyss Treeby
Chronicler - Oleksandr of Endewearde
- chronicler@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Deputy-Chronicler - Mistress Mercedes de Califia
Web Minister - Lady Bryn Millar
- bryn@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Minister of Arts & Sciences - Lord Nevell Sudlow
- neville@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Chamberlain - Lord Godric of Hamtun
- godric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Chancellor Minor – Lord Njall Randvesson 
- njall@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Herald - Mistress Brita Mairi Svensdottir
- brita@endewearde.eastkingdom.org

MARTIAL ACTIVITIES
Knights Marshal - Lord Ané du Vey
- vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Minister of Lists - William of Wyndhaven
- william@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Adult Fencing - Don Frasier McLeod
- frasier@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Archery - Lord Gwillim Kynith
- gwillim@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Combat Archery - Lord Ané du Vey
- vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Thrown Weapons - Lady Elena Ross
- elena@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Youth Combat - Lord Finan mac Bressail
- finan@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
Youth Fencing - Don Jordan Harvey
- jordan@endewearde.eastkingdom.org  

Were I a king             
     

Were I a king I could command content;
& Were I obscure, unknown should be my cares;
And were I dead, no thoughts should me torment,
& Nor words, nor wrongs, nor loves, nor hopes, nor fears.
A doubtful choice, of three things one to crave,
A kingdom, or a cottage, or a grave.     
&
& & & ~ Edward de Vere, Earl of Oxford 1550-1604
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Above is a woodcut of Homo, ore, & co+o Gruis 
is from the 1642 edition of "Monstrorum 
Historia" by Ulissi Aldrovandi (1522-1605), 
http://amshistorica.unibo.it/127
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Period Poem of the Quarter

http://amshistorica.unibo.it/127
mailto:otto@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:otto@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:cedric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:cedric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:chatelaine@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:chatelaine@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:gavin@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:gavin@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:oleksander@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:oleksander@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:bryn@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:bryn@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:neville@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:neville@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:godric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:godric@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:njall@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:njall@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:brita@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:brita@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:william@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:william@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:frasier@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:frasier@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:gwillim@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:gwillim@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:vey@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:elena@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:elena@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:finan@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:finan@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:jordan@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
mailto:jordan@endewearde.eastkingdom.org
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b23006724/f1.planchecontact.r=Monstrorum+Historia.langEN
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b23006724/f1.planchecontact.r=Monstrorum+Historia.langEN
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b23006724/f1.planchecontact.r=Monstrorum+Historia.langEN
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b23006724/f1.planchecontact.r=Monstrorum+Historia.langEN
http://amshistorica.unibo.it/127
http://amshistorica.unibo.it/127

